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Redescription of Ourapteryx peermaadiata Thierry-Mieg from South India 
(Lepidoptera : Geometridae, Ennominae) 
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Abstract Ourapteryx peermaadiata Thierry-Mieg from South India is redescribed, and O. 
ebuleata palniensis Hampson is treated as a junior synonym of it. The holotypes of the two 
taxa and the male genitalia are illustrated for the first time. 
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Before going further I express my hearty thanks to Dr Don R. Davis, U.S. National 
Museum of Natural History, Washington, for a loan of the holotype of Ourapteryx peer- 
maadiata, and to Dr Malcolm J. Scoble, British Museum (Natural History), London, for a 
loan of the holotype of O. ebuleata palniensis. 


Ourapteryx peermaadiata Thierry-Mieg (Figs 1, 3) 


Ourapteryx peermaadiata Thierry-Mieg, 1903, Annis Soc. ent. Belg. 47: 382. 
Uvapteryx ebuleata palniensis Hampson, 1907, J. Bombay nat. Hist. Soc. 18: 30. Syn. nov. 


Male. Face whitish yellow at centre, grey brown at sides and dorsal margin, antenna 
dark brown, crown of head whitish, patagium and tegula covered with long yellowish white 
hair. 


Wings more thickly scaled than the other congeners. Forewing with apex acutely pointed, 
termen straight, tornus pronounced, hindwing with tail slender, long, shoulder at the end of 
vein 6 very weak. Both wings pale brownish yellow, transverse lines very thick, reddish 
brown, ante- and postmedian lines of forewing nearly equidistant from discocellulars, the 
former oblique, running to the middle of hindmargin, the latter subparallel with it running 
to hindmargin well apart from tornus, discocellular bar much thinner than the two lines, 
postmedian line of hindwing starting from anterior angle of cell, vanished at vein 2. Both 
wings weakly striated with dark brown, but the striae heavier at terminal area, those on 
hindwing coalescent, termen and fringe ochreous, hindwing with two ochreous spots at base 
of tail small, both margined with blackish scales, not connected with shade-like band. 
Under surface much paler, transverse lines of upper surface extremely faintly reproduced, 
fringe ochreous as on upper. Wingspan 48-50 mm, length of forewing 25-26 mm. 


Male genitalia (Fig.5). Uncus thick, pointed at apex, gnathos arms rather broad, 
scobinate central process broad, furca* (Fig. 6) a stick-like process with sharply pointed 
tip, reaching transtilla a little below or beyond gnathos, valva ample, costa with a pointed 
tip, ventral margin gently rounded, apical area of valvula nearly flat, cornuti a mass of 





* Although I followed Okagaki, Sibatani, Ogata and Okada, 1955, Ann. ent. Soc. Am. 48: 438-442, 
on the definition of furca (cf Inoue, 1985, Bull. Fac. domest. Sci. Otsuma Wom. Univ. 21: 76, 
footnote), it seems to be incorrect. Furca is a dorsal process (or processes) of juxta as was first 
used by Pierce, 1914, Genitalia of Geometridae Brit. Is. and recently studied muscular system by 
Stekolnikov and Kuznetzov, 1982, Ent. Obozr. 61: 344-374, fig. 13A. 
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Fig. 1. Ourapteryx peermaadiata Thierry-Mieg. Holotype, male. Fig. 2. Ditto, labels. Fig. 3. 
O. ebuleata palniensis Hampson. Holotype, male. Fig. 4. Ditto, labels. Fig. 5. Ditto, 
male genitalia. Fig. 6. Furca of fig. 5, greatly magnified. 





spines as in many species of the genus. 


Specimens examined. Holotype, #7, of O. peermaadiata: Peermaad, Inde méridionale, in 
coll. U.S. National Museum of Nat. Hist., Washington, Type no. 31726. Holotype, 7, of 
O. ebuleata palniensis : Madras, Palni Hills, 7000’ (Campbell), in coll. British Museum (N. 
H.). Other specimen: Travancore (Place), 1 3, in coll. Brit. Mus. (N. H.. 


Distribution. South India. 
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I have so far examined only three males, all collected in South India. 


From the shape of furca it is similar to O. clara Butler, 1880, but it lacks serrated processes 
from the base of both sides and its costa not produced at the tip. 


H Ei 
Ourapteryx peermaadiata Thierry-Mieg D Bide GFk #) 


AVY RMD ORR ashe KRIOEe Bie A CHIC UMA yD bac Sk O. ebuleata palnien- 
sis Hampson ®# 7/7 =A¢UC#HLK, REDMRSNSZOU, WUDTCAS, 
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